Volume 22, Edition 5 


oe — e_¥P of the AA 
7 Aanctewur Radic 


FROM THE TOP OF THE HILL 


First of all, thanks to all who helped with this 
year’s Hamfest. From all indications, it was a 
huge success. 


Much thanks to Bill, KH6GJV, our ARRL section 
rep, for the generous donation to the club swap 
table. Looks like the club make a lot of money 
from it. 


As usual, a great breakfast served up by Ed and 
his crew. 


| had quite a bit of interest in the club 
station. We had a FT-8 demonstration going. 


We serviced 7 candidates at the VE session. 
Congratulations to Elizabeth for upgrading to 
general. Thanks to all the VEs for helping with 
the testing. 


It was great meeting old faces and some new 
ones. A great time had by all. 


This month will feature a construction project, 
namely, a J-pole antenna made from 300 Ohm 
TV twin lead. 


Keep the 19th of this month open. We will need 
a few members to represent the club at the 
annual Skypark Airport open house. 


Looks like Frank, KG6N, is net control for June. 


May 2018 


The sun has gone to sleep, so propagation on 
the HF band is pretty lousy, but contacts can be 
made, thanks to the weak signal modes like Jt-65 
and FT-8. 


If you missed the demo at the hamfest and 
would like to see it in action, give me a call. 


| would like to see more checkins at the Wed. 
net. Don’t be mike shy. If you need some help 
setting up your radio or knowing what to say, 
give me a call. Help is near. 


See you at the meeting. 
Put some RF on your antenna. 
73, Jim, KEJUW 
NEXT MEETING 
Wed, May 16, 2018, 7:30pm 


City of Sonoma EOC, 
Sonoma Police Department 


Topic: Antenna Building Project 


MAKE AND TAKE TIME 


If you are using a handheld and rubber duck 
antenna, this month’s meeting is for you. 


We will be making a J-pole antenna which will 
significantly improve your signal. 


The construction is fairly easy and the club will 
cover all costs. 


See you there. 
73 Jim, KBUUW 


VOMARC Meeting Minutes 


April 18, 2018 


Called to order at 19:30 by Imperial President 
K6UUW, thank you very much! 


KD6FIL (Dave), KG6QNT (Eileen), KG6N (Frank), 
WA6CRB (Dan), New Ham (Jim), WD6BOR 
(Darrel), NJ6E (Stan), AK6RF (Matt), KE6HID 
(Andrew), KA2QQ0O (Declan), KJ6QIQ (Scott), 
KME6FEY (Carol), N6TVN (Carl), KIGTPK (Kevin), 
New Ham (Elizabeth), KF6FZM (Dick), KM6QJC 
(Allen), N7PIB (San), K6KLL (Alan), WB6TMH 
(Mike), W1EJ (Ed), KEUUW (Jim) 


Guest: Lynn 
Introductions. 
Minutes: Approved 


President: Heading for the DX Convention in 
Visalia over the weekend of April 20". 


Vice President: Out 


Secretary: Submitted the free day letter to City 
of Sonoma. Taxes were completed and 
submitted. 


Treasurer’s report: We have $2991.79 in the 
bank. 


ACS: Volunteer Reception is scheduled for 

Thursday, April 19 at the Fairgrounds in Santa 
Rosa. There is a leadership meeting scheduled 
for Monday, April 23 at the EOC in Santa Rosa. 


The last activation was storm patrol in the burn 


area with 14 participants. 

Radio Officer: WB6TMH is back in Sonoma. 
New Business: 

Ed is net control for May 

Old Business: 


Hamfest (continues) 


Still need some more help in the kitchen. Jim 
would like to set up the club station in the main 
hall, but the club swap table will be set up 
outside. Frank is available to help man the swap 
table. 


Meeting Adjourned at 19:50 


Presentation: Vietnam on the Air — presented by 
WA6CRB 


—Submitted by: KD6FIL 


Swaziland Gets A New 
Name 


Not directly Amateur Radio related, but 
Swaziland (3D) has officially changed its name to 
eSwatini, or more formally, the Kingdom of 
eSwatini. The non-standard capitalization in 
particular makes it sound like a high tech 
startup. So if you start getting any new 3D cards 
with a cryptic name you'll know why now. 


@ 3DA0T™M 


KINGDOM OF SWAZILAND 
The landlocked Kingdom of Swaziland covers an area of just over 17,000 square kilometres - 
about the same size as Wales, and is the smallest country in the southern hemisphere. It is 
situated between the Republic of South Africa and Mozambique at a latitude of 31 degrees, 30 
minutes east of Greenwich and a longitude of 26 degrees, 30 minutes south of the equator. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


GRORW will be Royal Wedding 
Special Event Call Sign 


To celebrate the marriage of Great Britain’s 
Prince Harry to American actress Meghan 
Markle, special event call sign GRORW will be on 
the air May 19 — 23. It’s believed that this will 
mark the first use of a GR9 call sign prefix in the 
UK. 


The royal wedding will take place on May 19 at 
St. George’s Chapel in England’s Windsor Castle. 
Members of the Cray Valley Radio Society 
(CVRS) will operate GRORW from their club 
station in Eltham. GRORW will primarily use SSB 
and CW, with the addition of FM on VHF and 
UHF. 


Two HF stations and one VHF station will cover 
all bands from 80 meters to 70 centimeters. A 
commemorative QSL card is available upon 
request. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


Emergency Preparedness 
Fair 


An emergency preparedness fair will be held at 
Sassarini Elementary School on Saturday, May 
19 from 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM. Representatives 
from the Red Cross, Sonoma Valley Fire and 
Rescue, the Sheriff's Office and more will be on 
hand. The recent wildfires throughout wine 
country has highlighted the importance of 
preparing for disasters well before they happen. 


| did not see any mention of Ham Radio in the 
article in the Index-Tribune, though there is a 
reference to "communication sources". | do not 
know if ACS will be on hand representing us. If 
this turns out to be a recurring event this is 
something that should be looked at for future 
participation. 


http://www.sonomanews.com/news/8291741- 


181/emergency-preparedness-class-at- 


sassariniesba=AAS 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


ARRL has suspended registration 
for "Introduction to Emergency 
Communications" (EC-001). 


Registration was halted on April 30, after ARRL 
learned that the online platform provider for the 
course -- Connecticut Distance Learning 
Consortium (CTDLC) -- is being dissolved, 
effective July 1, according to CTDLC's parent, 
Charter Oak State College. CTDLC officials cited 
the fiscal challenges that the Connecticut state 
college and university system and the state as a 
whole are facing as the reason for shuttering 
CTDLC. As plans are made to move the course 
content to a new delivery platform, ARRL 
decided to halt registration. Anyone who signed 
up for the EC-001 session that starts on May 
30 will receive a refund. ARRL has been 
developing new EC-001 content and will 
intensify the process of selecting a new platform 
to deliver it. 


(from the ARRL) 
—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


WP40XB SK 


A Puerto Rico radio amateur 

involved in hurricane recovery 

was among those who died 

when a Hercules C-130 aircraft 
crashed on May 2, killing all 
aboard. Among the nine 

fatalities was Eric 
Circuns,WP4OXB, of Rio Grande, Puerto Rico. 
The cargo plane, attached to the Puerto Rico Air 
National Guard's 156th Airlift Wing, went down 
shortly after takeoff from Georgia while on a 
routine mission. "Eric had been part of this unit, 
and this aircraft had served during both 
Hurricane Irma and Maria," ARRL Southeastern 
Division Assistant Director and Assistant Puerto 
Rico Section Manager Jose "Otis" Vicens, NP4G, 
said in a statement. "The people of Puerto Rico 
thank him for his service and ultimate sacrifice. 
He will be remembered." According to media 
accounts, the more than 60-year-old aircraft 
underwent repairs in Savannah in April. It had 
been used in several hurricane relief and 
recovery efforts and was on its way to Arizona 
for decommissioning (from ARRL newsletter, 
5/3/2018) 


—Submitted by Jim KEUUW 


WARRANTY ISSUE 


! 


‘Warranty void if sticker removed!" - Don't believe 
it. Those stickers appear more and more 


frequently on new electronic devices. The 
FTC recently reminded a number of companies 
that the use of third-party repair services or parts 


does NOT affect warranty rights, and that such 
warnings may be in violation of the law. 
(from ARRL contest newsletter, 5/2/2018) 


—Submitted by Jim K6BUUW 


FATAL ATTRACTION 


When two dissimilar metals are in contact, 
corrosion may occur due to differing electrode 
potentials of the metals. Metals are ranked 
according to their electrode potentials, the more 
"negative" of two metals will usually be the one 
to be corroded, if smaller in area than the more 
"positive." Radio towers and antennas are 
usually constructed of metal, and care must be 
taken when using fasteners, clamps, and 
hardware to ensure compatibility between 
metals that are in direct contact. The 
environment also has a large influence on 
corrosion -- for example moist versus wet, and 
fresh versus salt water. ARRL's website has 


an article on galvanic corrosion that may inform 
your choices. 


(from ARRL contest newsletter, 5/2/2018) 
—Submitted by Jim K6BUUW 


CAN ANYONE INDENTIFY 
THIS CIRCUIT?? 


QS0601-Shrader02 
Antenna Loading Coil 
RFC aaa 


Blow-out 
Coils 


—Submitted by Jim K6BUUW 
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A publication of VOMARC, the Valley of the Moon Amateur 
Radio Club — W6AJF 


Frank C. Jones — W6AJF 

Honorary President in Perpetuity 

CAST OF CHARACTERS 

Jim Hill KE UUW — President 

Robert Barron KA5WSS -— Vice President 
Dave Dammuller, KD6FIL — Secretary 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Treasurer 

Mike Miller, WB6TMH — Radio Officer 
Ken McTaggart, N6KM — ACS Unit Leader 
Sanford Smith, N7PIB — VE Liaison 


Jim Hill KE UUW — Elmer Coordinator, Training Officer, President 
Emeritus 


Ken McTaggart, N6KM — Station Trustee for W6AJF 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Webmeistress, Editor 


“Receipt of the Wireless is one of the most sought after 
benefits of membership in VOMARC. “—S. Marler 


CLUB MEETINGS are held on the third Wednesday of each 
month at the City of Sonoma Police Department EOC 175 1°t St 
West. Meetings start at 19:30 local (7:30 P.M.). 


WEB PAGE: http://www.vomarc.org/ 


Nets are held every Wednesday night at 19:30 (7:30 P.M.) local, 
except meeting nights on the 145.350 repeater, -600 kHz, PL 
88.5 Hz. 


ACS holds a net each Monday evening at 19:30 local on the 
146.205, +600, PL 88.5 Hz repeater. 


PACKET STATION INFO: The VOMARC packet station is off the 
air until further notice. 


CLUB BREAKFASTS are held on the first Saturday of each month 
at Black Bear Restaurant, 201 W Napa St, #34 (Marketplace 
Shopping Center), Sonoma. The fun starts at 08:30 local. 


Comments and submissions of material may be sent to: 
Eileen@vom.com 


Valley of the Moon ARC, Inc. 
C/O Sonoma Police Department 
175 First Street West 

Sonoma, CA 95476 


2018 ACS 2018 VOMARC 
Net Control Assignments Net Control Assignments 


Name Call Name Call 


JANUARY MOE KI6JNU JANUARY SCOTT KJ6QIQ 
FEBRUARY JIM KJEUUW FEBRUARY JIM K6UUW 
MARCH SCOTT KJ6QIQ MARCH MOE KI6JNU 
APRIL JIM K6UUW APRIL DAVE KD6FIL 
MAY DICK KF6FZM MAY ED W1EJ 
JUNE MOE KI6JNU JUNE FRANK KG6N 
JULY KEN N6KM JULY MOE KI6JNU 
AUGUST GILL KJ6EIG AUGUST CARL N6TVN 
SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP 
OCTOBER DICK FK6FZM OCTOBER DICK KF6FZM 
NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH 
DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR 


THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE MAY 16, 2018, 7:30PM, 
CITY OF SONOMA EOC, SONOMA POLICE DEPARTMENT, 175 1°' ST W, SONOMA, 95476 
SEE YOU THERE. 


VOMARC MEMBERSHIP 2018 


Membership Dues: $15/year individual; $5/year family member at same address. 


VOMARC encourages its members to join the ARRL. More information is available at www.arrl.org. 


QST is available to blind and physically handicapped individuals on audio cassette from the Library of 
Congress, National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. Call 1-800-424-8567. 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Address: APT: 
City: State: ZIP: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
VOMARC Membership: Complimentary with Class—Date: 


Membership Moment, From the Database Queen: 


Dues may be mailed to VOMARC in care of the Sonoma Police Department, 175 1 St West, CA 95476, or 
brought to the next meeting. Your check should be made payable to: VOMARC. 
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